
What’s that mushroom?

Penny Firth and Robin Firth



DISCLAIMER: We are amateurs!

Penny Firth and Robin Firth



What is it?

Can I eat it?

Frequently Asked Questions



What is it?

Can I eat it?

Frequently Asked Questions

Amanita bisporigera
“Destroying Angel”

Only once.



Too many to know them all…

75,000 known species. A million or more undescribed.



What is the least successful method 
of identifying mushrooms?



Comparing them to photos in a field guide.



What works better?

• North American Mycological 
Association (NAMA)

• Mycological Association of 
Washington (MAW)

• MushroomObserver.org
• MushroomExpert.com
• Keys in various field guides
• Many Facebook pages
• iNaturalist

Keying them out
Learning from experts
Crowdsourcing



“If you want to go fast, go alone.
If you want to go far, go together.”



What to do?
Take notice and take pictures

When is it fruiting?

Spring
Morchella “morel”

Summer
Cantharellus
“chanterelle”

Fall/Winter
Pleurotus “oyster”



Shape, size and color?

Marasmius capillaris Laccaria ochropurpurea



What is the substrate?
Dead tree or log

Pluteus “fawn”

Living treeWood chips

Crucibulum “bird’s nest”

Stick or twig

Crepidotus “soft slipper”

Grassy lawnPine needle

Tetrapyrgos nigripes

Chlorophyllum molybdites
“the vomiter”

Cerioporus “dryad’s saddle”



What is the substrate?
Forest floor: hardwoods

Craterellus “black trumpet”
Forest floor: mixed woodlands

Clavaria “amethyst coral”Urnula “devil’s urn”

Coltricia cinnamomea
“cinnamon funnel”

Suillus “slippery-Jack bolete”

Forest floor: pines



What is under the cap?

Gills Pores Teeth

Gill-like folds



Check for bruising, milky latex, color of spore print…



Does it have a skirt? What is at the base of the stem?



Be careful… and have fun!

Entoloma murrayi

Sarcoscypha occidentalis

Cortinarius iodes





Unmistakable and edible…

Fistulina hepatica
“beefsteak”



Local “medicinals”…

Ganoderma
“varnish shelf”



Is it a mushroom?

Photo by Daniel Winkler

Cladonia
“reindeer moss”

Fuligo septica
“dog-vomit slime mold” Ophiocordyceps melolonthae

“zombie fungus”



Challenging…

Galerina autumnalis
“deadly galerina”

Photo by Tom Volk



Challenging…

Baorangia bicolor
“bicolor bolete”

Boletus subvelutipes
“blue-stain bolete group”



Lookalikes…

Trametes versicolor
“turkey tail”

Trichaptum
“violet-toothed polypore”



More lookalikes…

Scleroderma
“pigskin poison puffball”

Lycoperdon perlatum
“gem-studded puffball”

Lycoperdon pyriforme
“stump puffball”



What’s that mushroom?

Arlington BioBlitz 2017

Calvatia gigantea “giant puffball”



Thank you!


